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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

PRINCIPAL BENCH AT NEW DELHI

IN

ORIGINAL APPLICATION No. 27L of 2o22

IN THE MATTER OF:

K Srinivasulu .APPLICANT

VERSUS

State ofAndhra Pradesh & ors. RESPONDENT

MINTSTRY OF ENVIRONMENT FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE

MOST RESPECFULLY SHOWETH:

I, Dr. Suresh Babu Pasupuleti, aged 36 years, currently working as

Scientist 'D' in the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate

Change (MoE&FCC), Integrated Regional Office, Vijayawada, do

hereby solemnly affirm and state as under: -

Office, Vijayawada 1. e. Respondent No.3 in the above

mentioned matter, am conversant with the facts and

circumstances of the case on the basis of official records, and

as such authorized and competent to swear this affidavit.

2. It is submitted at the very outset that the Respondent No.3

denies each averment and/or submission made in the

1\

*

i
,/

REPLY AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT No.3 i.e

NEW DELHII

i. That I, in my official capacity of Scientist'D'in the Ministry

Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Integrated Regional

I

*
sesl
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application which is contrary to and inconsistent with the

averments made and facts stated in the present reply. It is

submitted that the nothing stated in the application may be

deemed to have been admitted by the Respondent No.1 unless

and until the same is expressly admitted in the present reply.

3. That a short affidavit is being filed by the answering

respondent at this stage and craves leave and liberty to file a

detailed Reply Affidavit to the aforesaid Petition, as and when

required.

4.That the Hon'ble NGT (Principal Bench) took cognizance of the

)
*

\Jl
2

complaint letter filed by the petitioner and other residents of

village Kondasamudram and surrounding villages Gudupalli

Mandal, Chittoor, Andhra Pradesh against granite

quarry mining operations carried out by M/s Rathna

Minerals, M/s Raghavendra Granites, M/s Thirumala

Granites, M/s Venkatasai Granites, M/s J.R. Granites, M/s

KVK Granites in and around the villages of O.N. Kothur,

Kotamakanapalli, Chinnakotamanapalli, Kondasamudram,

Chinna Agraharam, Talli Agraharam, Srinivasapuram and

Krishnarajapuram and also arrangements are going on to

issue new permissions for miners in the survey nos. 89, 98/1,

9812, lo3l4, lO4/I, 127, L29, 129A, 130. The mining

operations and blasting carried out in the said villages

alongside the roads, canals and residential premises by the

*
Regi. 0,
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mining operators are causing huge damages to the residential

houses and injuries to the villagers.

5. That in the present matter Applicant is praying for stopping of

illegal mining, restoration of environment and initiation of

prosecution against the private respondent for causing

unlardul loss to the people, public and private propertlr and

damaging the environment and ecosystem.

6. That the Honble Bench vide order dated 27.04.2022 in the

present matter constituted a joint committee comprising of

Regional Office of MoEF&CC, Bangalore, CPCB, SEIAA, State

of Andhra Pradesh, State PCB and Collector, Chittoor. The

State PCB will be the Nodal agency for coordination and

the Hon'ble NGT on 14.07.2022. As per the report

Environmenta-l Clearances (ECs) were issued by State

Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA). The report

also states certain non-compliances of Environmental

7. That it is further submitted that respondent Ministry issued

Environment Impact Assessments (herein after referred as

"EIA") Notification dated 14th September, 2006 which requires

certain projects to obtain prior Environmental Clearance ("EC')

before any construction work in case of new projects or

sion and modernization of eisting projects or activities.an

i

I

compliance. That the joint committee report was submitted to

clearances and consent order conditions.

\+N
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The Schedule to the Notification details the categories or

projects or activities which require prior environmental

clearance.

8. That it is further submitted that all projects and activities are

broadly categorized into two categories - Category "A" and

Category "B", based on the potential impacts on spatial extent

and human health and natura-l and man-made resources.

9. That it is further submitted that all projects or activities

included as Category'A'in the Schedule, including expansion

and modernization of existing projects or activities and change

in product mix, sha-ll require prior environmental clearance

from the Central Government in the Ministry of Environment,

Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) on the

recommendations of an Expert Appraisal Committee (herein in

after referred EAC) to be constituted by the Central

Government for the purposes of this notification.

10. That it is further submitted that all projects or activities

included as Category 'B'in the Schedule, including expansion

and modernization of existing projects or activities as specified

in sub paragraph (ii) of paragraph 2, or change in product mix

AS specified in sub paragraph (ii| of paragraph 2, but

excluding those which fulfil the General Conditions (GC)

stipulated in the Schedule, will require prior environmental

clearance from the State/Union territory Environment Impact

{
+

4
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Assessment Authority (SEIAA). The SEIAA shall base its

decision on the recommendations of a State or Union territorv

level Expert Appraisal Committee (SEAC) as to be constituted

for in this notification. In the absence of a duly constituted

SEIAA or SEAC, a Category 'B' project shall be treated as a

Category A'project.

11. That the Answering Respondent vide notification S.O. 638 (E)

dated 28.02.20 14 delegated the power to SEIAA issue show

cause notice to project proponents in case of violation of the

Authorities to projects or activities within their jurisdiction.

Copy of the Notification S.O. 638 (E) dated 28.02.2014 is

marked and annexed herein as ANNEXURE R3/1.

(E) dated 2O.O4.2022 states that Environmental

Clearances(ECs) of a-ll minor mineral shall be dealt at State

level irrespective of mine lease area. Copy of the Notification

S.O. 1886 (E) dated 20.O4.2022 is marked and annexed herein

as ANNEXURE R3/2.

13. That it is respectfully submitted that State Department of

Mines and Geolog, is the noda-l authority in the State for

dealing with the allotment of mining leases under the Mines

and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act (MMDR Act)

is entrusted with the enforcement and regulation of

5

conditions of the environment clearances issued by the said

12. Further, the Answering respondent vide notification S.O. 1886 {g
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mining operations in a State including illegal mining and

Respondent Ministry has no role to play with regard to the

same. Further, the State Government is empowered under

Section 23 C of the Mines and Minerals (Development and

Regulation) Act 1957 (MMDR Act) to make rules for prevention

of illegal mining, transportation and storage of minerals and

the State Department of Mines & Geologr is the Nodal

Authority in the state for dealing with the allotment of mining

leases under the MMDR Act and is entrusted with the

enforcement and regulation of mining operations in a state.

14. That is humbly submitted that, the State Pollution Control

Board is the Nodal Authority in the State for dealing with

under the purview of the Water (Prevention and Control of

Pollution) Act, 1974, the Air (Prevention and Control of

15. That in view of the aforementioned facts and circumstances,

this Hon'ble Tribunal may kindly be pleased to pass

appropriate order(s).

1o\os
\.,o"

E

d. Utq erE qg5+8
(DT. SURESH BABU PASUPULETI)' ffi6'g'/sclENTtslD'

qRa rrox / Govt. of lndia

rfr{rq qMr 'i-ci I Mrn of Env. Forest & CC

1.dqi tldl,' .rrTo 
i lntegrated Regional Office

- " '. ,r TnyAWADAv

)'+J

c6

6

).

cases related to pollution or environment management coming

Pollution) Act, 198 1 and the Environment Protection Act 1986.

DEPONENT

*
\Y
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VERIFICATION

Verified at Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate

Change (MoE&FCC), Integrated Regional Office, Vijayawada on

this day 20th March of 2023 that the contents of this alfidavit

based on officia-l record(s) maintained and information available

in the office are true and correct, no part of it is false and

nothing has been concealed there from.

dlorz

DEPONENT

d. rrier erq qsr#A
t o t sffi\r1ei;6s,.u;y,t er r

rIR6 TRrFR / Govt. of lndia
ftr4rq cRfd-r qrrd0 / Min. of Env. Forest & cc
TdtF mlq orqfdq / lntegrated Regional Oftce

l?rqa-{rgl / VIJAYAWADA

,{//o
B.Com,. LL.B

ADVOCATE - NOT/\RY
Appointed by Centrat Govt.

IIJAYAWAOA, Krlrhnr Dt. A"p,

7
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ArlN EYoQe -WlL

RECD. NO. D. I_.-3XI)499@16 El. qdo- jlooa199

chl
o1@h,e Gozette of SrLd

3T{ITgIRUI

FXTRAORDINARY

ltTll II-E uC 3-grT E[g (ii)
PART ll--Scction ]-Sub-section (ii)

ctfu{r i u-firF{rd

PI.]RI,ISHM BY AUTHORITY

Tl. S,ls1

No. 5451

r-$ ffi, tq-d-dR, qrJ 4, 2o14i,r6ro3l 13, 1e3s

NEW DEI,HI, TLIESDAY, ltf,ARCH 4, 2oI4/PHALGUNA 13, 1935

qqlswT s{tr q.{ {rrfiq
orfuqmr

q{ffi,zsE'rsfr,zou

6r.0rT. 637(or).-ffiq scon, q-qiqrur (mqq) qtrtrqq, t986 (1986 61 29) ql qnr 23 ERr r-{d ltm
or c*,r 6{A E< s< aftfr+e q1 qm s * s*i-r Esi fif6d ltffi d qqfstq (ttsiur) qfuF{qq, rsro 61 qRr : q1

Bc-qrr (3) * ar*l +-frq qc+n rm rfufl foq,rs s{ rq Efir swq*r qqtqtq {qrqrd yrfrr4.wil (fi-e F{I{

Er* clat( r< crFr+ror o6 ,rqr t) oi r< crfirfilril 6m erqfi erFr+rflro d {-m cfi*s{Bt qr f*at e-€rd'
qi qrfr cqiq{ur srflqM s+ {rd + qtrfrq"r o1 <vn i cf+tr{ s6r+*,i oi onor qnd itrs qrfi +-ri tp-n

E{ {rd * sr*r fs **c swn vrffif + tt e-flr+qr 6r rffir{or m v$,fr qr e< srFrt+qq q1 qm s *
vqdti + sq :rq-rE t F+rt, qft dfrq qr+R ql nq i elo f6d { tS +rffi enef{r6 *, qR 3rtlqd El d
:rffi * tes Eft qfi-+dcl yRr*di ei t{i ,qqt{iq sl{rcFm{il 41 3-e mrrFrd rsi qr erc{ fds qri eg f{i{
qrft fii *1 vrffi or rsrqlsr 6tfi tr

ld. i-r ror:rzrzor3-qri s (qri)l
q.rq drft, €ff si{q

MINISIRY OF E{VIRONMUITANDFORESIS

NOTtrICA,IION

New Delhi, the 28th February, 20 I 4

S.O. 637(E).-In exercise ofthe powers coofened by section 23 of the Environrnent (Protcction) Act, 1986 (29 of
1986), the Centnl Govemment heEby delegates the powers vested in it under section 5 of the said Act to all the State and

Union Territory Environment Impact Assessment Authorities (Hereinafter referred to as the saidAuthorities) constituted

by the Central Government under sub-section (3) of section 3 of Environment (hotection) Act, 1986, to issue show cause

notice to project proponents in case of violation of the conditions of the envioronmeDt cleamnces issued by the said

Authorities to projects or activities within their jurisdiction and to issue directions to the said project proponents for
keeping such environment clearalces in abeyance or withdrawing rhem, ifrequired, forviolations, subject to the condition
that the Central Govemment may rcvoke such delegations of powers or rnay itselfinvoke the provisions ofsection 5 of the
saidAct, if in the opinion of the Central Govemment such a Course ofaction is necessary in the public interest.

lNo. J-l 10132/2013-IA. (I)l

AJAY TYACI, Jt. Secy.

950 Gr/rol.l {t)

8ANNEXURE-R3/1
1094



THE GAZLTI E OF I\iDIA : EXTRAORDI^-ARY IP+r ll Sr'. 3(ii)l

3rew-{
r{ ffi, zs s.{t, zora

i5lsll. 63s(Br).-#c €-{6R, qqiq{or (srerq) a]ftrf{qq. 1986 ( 1986 61 29) +1qm is a'q's (e) ERr v,{fr

vm.jf qr sqtq;nrd Eq rm o1 tn{ * rdmr d ioq rqS sqr+s ss qrrsfr dkiq ,r, g"-1g r*+ * qiei sffiqd
3TFr6rAdr d srsr rq €rr"fr + d{ (, ) t BFcfsi srFr66-{q qr erFrfit 61 yrftfn 6efr *:

{Rsfr

*TI qtaT6 e]frdtfrnr

(l) (t) G)
qqt4{ur (g{qrq) urfufrqq, tqao al qm 3 ql BcqRr (3) +
eqd-{ +*q gf6K 6Rr 1fo6 6q q {q {rq$1F{ cqis{vr

{qqn clftffi'{q ( s(.l.3r{.c.c, )

ff re u uv rr*e|*

). qd-{sr q}r r{ rilmq (\q.3ttCs. ) + ffi lAftr+ 6rqffi
i +{tn 6E fr<yrd, {r {ierfi qr 3TrF cqr+ I@ Tr q{er6

rqiqr.l 3rti 4c r rdq 6RI qsn-

fqFft-cn criftm 6rqt-dq q1 3rfr;nrftil

[€:. i nol3/2/2013-eTri c ( Q{r{) ]

3rsq drrt, {Tft qr{s

I\OTITICAIION

New Delhi, the 28th February 2014

S.O. 638(E).-In exercise of the powe$ conferred by clause (a) of section l9 ofthe Environment (hotection)

Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), the Central Government hereby authorises the Authority or officer mentioned in colum (2) of the

Table hereto for tbe purpose of the said section with thejurisdiction mentioned against each ofthem in column (3) of that

Table:

TABLE

S. No. Authoritv/Officer Jurisdiction

(l) (2) (3)

State or Union Teritory level Environment Impact

Assessment Authority (SEIAA) constituted by the

Cenkal Government under suusection (3) of section

3 ofthe Envirooment (Protection) Act, 1986.

Whole of State or l]nion Territorv

Any Dirc.tor, Co,rservator ofForests or Additional

Principal Chief Conservator ofForests Posted in
any of the Regional Offices of thc Ministry of
Environment and Forests (MoEF).

Jurisdictior of the Regional Office as

decided by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests

lNo. J-1 10132120 I 3lA. (Dl

AJAYTYAGI, Jt. Secy.

Prinled by the ltlanag&. Govemmcnt of India Pr.ss. Ring Road. Mayapun, Ne{ D€lhi,llm64
and Published hy the Contreller of Publicr(ions, Delhi-l I0054.

it

t.
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A^r N eYoQ-e 'Q-sl2-

<Fd t. A.\r{.- 3300449 REGD. No. D. L.-330o4/9s

@he (Sozette ot 3 r[d
CET

fr .fr . -*.('il. -3r. -2 oo 42022 -2 3 s 2 41

cG -Dl-E-200 42022'235241

{fiEr(ll
EXTRAORDINARY

qFI II---{I!-€ 3---3r{!-s (ii)

PART ll-Sectiotr 3-Sub-section (ii)

Yrfu+r<+sdrRrd
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORJTY

rt e**, gr<r<, qt{ ro, zozrl+{ ro, ts44

NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, APRrL 20,2022ICIIAITRA 30' 1944

ccfd<tr, fi 4r< sn-EE qffi{ {arqq

qftql-tt

io

+r.qr. t aao(q).-=+ffc (c+'n rqtflq *( T{ frqr{ + Tffi dTr+q ii q-qtfllT (ri{eflr)

qftfi-q'q, t geo ff qr<r t.l a *-il tt i A- *-*" t') t ds (vih 3Ttrr< s<-n 'ftf ^I1[1<t
so qqt{tor q{rqrd n"k" 

"oE#' 
)oou tftt =*.,t 

# 
"Ern 

+edc qft{i-ir' 2006 r{I 'rqtt)'
Hd:;;; ;"#; ,=.t ; fr\H #-e q{ft q[n|q-d q{ri + ftq, q@'r 6r.qr.1 533(q), ilftq

14 ft-d<, zooo qr<r r-+rfcI( ff tt
qtr <rq qqt{rsr ({rqrd ftrku1 crfusrq lqrtant<Q +r rrr< q-+rt q * qfi-< qS r61"ii *

ftc *i..t r$1 ttffl q-< a-fl< at ri<m + frs rm\erRrdt tr rfrrr q-{i t( trq K{ q(

{=d ffiti ddo * **t"=- + ftc *t*or (rieiofl +tuft-ar' 1s86 ff qr<r 3 ff 3c-trra (3) t
qfttfuqrrqrt;

*r <rq qqt+<qr vmqrd ff'<sr YIB-+,'<.T t qqti<oT ri{ft {qt6T sBqr it ffi lr{qmt
qqtr q{:r.s rru fttr t A< <rq <-< r< *t*' tW'*ntt + Srri *< vn<rn fldq-cn + ftq cft}el

fr&q + qiwq t ffr <-c6 t ata-<rr< *< ftqrrqr t;

efr-< :Ffiq c-c+r< trq <-< q< {q€r ff rSRfi + ft q q-qt{-q {{O sfr qT * 3lR G+rftfd s-(nr'

qrErq+qrrfft;

Btr qrq ff ilfte d, g<vr qr'ff<r0 + q-6d$ 
1dt h * <ffi <wr 3It( fiqfod^T{d t

d;ifuc q-{d e ff qfu1"o,.;i * * * * * teii< tqr or co t, Grft +ftq s.-sTt .'g1q wn
# # t*- t *t gq *ffq 5c t {er+{ +'tar 3lraqq-6 (srff t;

2710 Gl12022
(l)

{'. r79s1

No. 17951

q*

10ANNEXURE-R3/2
1096



2 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDTNARY IPARr U SLC.3(ii)]

fii: aq, it;ftq {.dR, qqfflur (fi{eflr) ft"q'q, tgee * fi-fi s i sq-G-{q (4) * rlr{ cB{
q-qt{or ({iTeirr) qfaft'qc, 1986 (1986 61 29) ff erm g ff sc-er|rr (1) 3i-( sc-Er(r (2) + tis (v) 6rc

Tffi arRFiT6rTfrq e;Ggqssffli)i i ft-qq s tsq-G-{q (3) +ds (6) * srrf{itr(ff otrrfr
({rF q;-{t + qE-rd, ffid it rrr<a sc+r< ff il6rff-{ q-qt{r!I qii fi ri"T?rq ff 3lftq-q-{r {t.qj6

6r. 3{r. 1 533 (3r), ilftq 1 4 R-ilq(, 200 6,ff ufuqqq t ffi Be efr '< riritra rcff { uvtq: -

e+eft-q{ir'fr-

(1) +<r 4 if, sc-t( (iii 6) h em q{, Fqftfun ter qlqrn, 3lqt(' -

(iii 6) ofiq wr sr erqftq qr g(w sda i rrr?a f <i'ffi lfrq eorc artt iqzqtq dn sdvr<1'

ffi ;r-""r w q@HcqadBil d qr<or tfr cat w cM il qffii fuqr tn { w trfit

*a*47*Aeter funqr tfr qaaqa?tl+ qfra qafa<q t w{r ffiar ria$t +<t*

Ac i i rAW* t q"ar qfun €cq-frqr t qfrt ffin t'fa 4c4-1cr Tw daia t qqr-

A# rrii .t 7v a<fr {, vQ dfit at w va'f w qM t oc t Aarc tulr qqt

(2) Br-d{fft, -

(i)T{ 1(OtHrct,-

(oFtq(3)t, -

(O tr<-rtq-tn qa-< qts h {i+q it > 100 t+q-< qa-< rgr d-+' } wr< r<' ffifr-t rcr erqn'

qqk: -

'tirqi t w{rcr qq rgq qF-q q{{ q? h d'iq t >250 W( qfi qgT *{' ;

(q) 5150 tt{{' e-fi-6, dF *( qm i sr< q<, "> soo tt+t' rft+' qt+B dr< qe-< <d qrqt:

(q)FtlT(4)t, -

(+) i-<-fr+qr qa-< * {tirl t <1 oo Fq{ ern qgT e-{ t Prr< q('

Tgf', ffiFd(qrqrqfi, qqi(: -

'ogaie aat@dnai* tatfrqatW d7:ltk+W I qdrarqa'Wqfrq @vq q?n

i6iq I <250 Pdw qrt cgr Av:

(tI) '<150 @q-{+ e-ffd, r{dt et< qerrt h F{r{ q('<soo t@'+ rff"d' {+ eil-< qe-t t&

qf\tt;

(ii){{1(O+ffict'-

({) kiq (3) t, -

1+) Fc (wr (i) C, "> 50 irrr<r', n-ff'qit, ridf qt< qerit t Frrt tr< 5 1oo i-.nqr''Tff-{' qi63

dt< wer<€ vrqt;

(c) 6{ {rqr (ii) dk sqt fffu( xRfuit 4T frq ftqr q\'.n;

(e) Riq (4) t, -

(O r.q {iwr (i) t, "<50 t{nErd qff6, 3i6 *< qr< t srq q<' "<100 t{Fnd Yfi-d' qiqi qt< qen

<dqrqt;

(q)rc{@I(ii)t, -

(l) "st( <50,000 ttq<' er<, Tff-{ qt< ei+ +r frq ftqt qrqn;

(ll) G-{ (1I) t ff(uft it, 'q <50,000" sr<, Tfi-{ 3t( 3i6 sT dq frqr qrqfi; I

111097



l1Tr.r n qEs 3(iDl
.]Ttrd ;rr {TqrT-I : qqTaTI'Irt

(rr) ktq (5) t, ,Ec d]*r (ii) i q';ra, ffifud *;q {@r 3i(:erfril ft-qr qrg'n, q'rk :-

TiiL sidT-ofrq {€l t tidfui M qffiwten ir Saqiqa *fiq a< qt M t qMv + ftlr fu47

wwt";

(iii) {< 1(q) + riqt,-

(6) cil[ (3) ii, "> 50 t{rr{ru' s-ffi, 3idi *< 3Tai-af h wr{ q(, "> 100 t{rErc" rfft' ffi afr-< qs.it

fr<crwgm;

1u) kiq (4) t, "<so trrrqre' s-fi-6, 3i6 3It( qs( h tv'r< l-t, "<100 trrr<rr' e-ft'6' ffi *t qr< lA

qr\rt;

ft) q< 2(O h qrqi, -

(O kiq (3) t, "> 1 " Fffi+1 3t( i{6 t enc c(, '22 5 'Tffi *< if<; d <et qrg'r;

(q) cilr (4) t, '< 1 " sffit et{ qE t ena q<, "< 2 5" e-fi-d 3It( if6 
'a 

qr(t:

O kiY (O t,ftqqm i-a t cqrd, ffqftfud qaT 3id'tulft{ ftqr enrm' qqk: -

'ldqv W eT t frdr fud qad wffi t atq qfifd +1qet aa cwqapn ol qlqar Eat

qM n aq aaqn inr *'twt< hfiq w< qr <rq a< q<' qc.ffi' ftatr frqr w,r

qrfrQqrr"'

(v)rc2 (e)tqrqt, -

(o kiq (3) t,G-{qr{ sBEdf {T frq ft'{I qrqfi;

(q) kix (4) i., '<0.5 ftR-+t Affq +,1 s?qr<;r'i qfi-{' ei6' qr< *< qe-{ * Frr< q<' 'qS qF-q

ifi"6{"I;ft+qiT, cfts+'.,r ffcfrqrq< eqmRq G-{r' qr< € qrqt;

(rI) kiT (s) t,R-qT Fi-a*qqm, Frwfrfual-a<crqrg'n'

ewtq _

.$-{ifu(qrqElt{fitfivq-fi-fileT{qltmqTn.rgrfiar<i.ff+kT{II{G-cR
mqr qrm r}n qr qqrffi, <rq w<, e-fi qftA-q-{=it + ftq G-{crt ffm i qtvRl";

(vi) re 7 (6) t qrqt,-

(O kiq (3) t, 'qrft cmqiliit" qrd * Frr{ tr{ 'RS q-t cffffi' em <a er(i;

(q) EiY (4) t, Gisftfud et('slftd ft'qr qrq{n, 3Tck: -

'qrft CRR ffi, Frqt Aqri qEm ff cFcR.d t, fr ErFrk{ g.rfiq * frq A"

t-6r. d. eniq 3-22110/2022-qr€q. Itrl

et gtr'c5meruiff,{5msffi

ftqu1; F. uffqa-tr rrrca t {Iqq-{,3RrEIT{q', srm ll, tislll, sc-tis (ii), Tirilr sr'sl 15$(q.)' ?r&q

14 Rdq(, 2006 ar(r r6Tf{r( ff'rq ft drr STG(fir ri@r 6r'ql' 1s07(q)' ilftq 12 qfd'

2022 Er<r ilifrq d'{frr{ frqr rrqr qt t
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MINISTRY Of ENVIROT\-MENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 20th ApnL2022

S.O. 1886(E).-WHEREAS, the Central Govemment in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment

and Forests, in exercise of its powers under sub-section (l) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section (3)

of the Enviionment (protectio;) Ac! 1986 has published the Environment Impact Ass€ssment Nolification,

iooo it 
","inufto 

r"ie.red to as the EIA Notiiication, 2006), vide number S.o.1533 (E), dated the l4th

i"p,".Uo, ZOOO for mandating prior environmental clearance for certain category of projects;

shall be substituted;

(b) in column (4),

And whereas, the state Environment lmpact Assessment Authorities (sElAA' have been

constituted under sub-section (3) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Ac! 1986 for

i-fi"'."nLtio, orthe EIA Notification, 2006 at State level for exercising delegated powers to consider and

grant Environmental Clearance (EC) for all proposals under Category B;

Andwhereas,thesElAAshavegainedsubstantialexperienceoverthepastfifteenyearsinth-eEC
appraisal process and the process at th; state level has also been made completely online through the

p'.qRMSH poilal for efficient and transparent disposal of EC proposals;

And whereas, the Central Govemm€nt deems it necessary to further decontralise the EC process for

facilitating clearances at State level;

Andwhereas,asondate,category'B'projects,relatingtonationaldefence-andstrategic
importance *ith aignifi"unt element of sicurity involvement are also being appraised at the State level

*ii"u, ,rrr C*"a 
"Gor"--"nt 

deems it necessary to be app,raised centrally taking into account national

security concerns;

Now, therefore, in exercise ofthe powers confered by sub-section (l) and clause (v) of sub-section

(2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986),read wittr sub-rule(4) oj ru]9 5 or

irri ir*i.on_*t (protection) nutes, tlao, the central Govemment, after having dispensed with the

requirement of notice unde, 
"tu.r." 

1u1 of sub-rule (3) of rule 5^of the said rutes' in public intoest' hereby

makes the following further amendments in the notification of tbe Govemment of India' in the erstwhile

Ir,tini.t y of en',.i.onirent and Forests, number S.O' 1533 (E), dated the 14th September' 2006' namely:-

In the said notification,-

(l) in paragraph 4, for sub-paragraph (iii a), the following shall b€ substituted' namelv:-

(iiia)SuchCategory,B'projects,relatinglotheNationaldefenceorstrategicorSecllrityimpo'rtanceor
'inorl 

^ 
*tiJi"aiyihe C)*ial G,overnmint on account of eigencies such as pandemics, natural disasters

oji ,o plro-i" eiironmentally lriendly activities under Nalional 
.Programmes 

or Schemes 
-or-Missions 

or

,rri'irriiiit .hi"h or" inoidinateiy delayed beyond the stipulated timeline as laid down in this

*riifrlrril" qnd also meet the crireria as laii downin this regard from lime to time, shall be considered at

the Central level as Category 'B' projects;

(2) in the Schedule,-

(i) against item 1(a),-

(a) in column (3),-

(A)for..>l00ha.ofminingleaseareainrespectofnon.coalmininglease,',thefollowingshall
be substituted, namelY:-

'>250 ha mining lease area in resp@t of major mineral mining lease other than coal";

(B)forthesymbol,figuresandletters.>l50ha,,,thesymbol,figwesandletters..>500ha,'

(A)for..<l00haofminingleaseareainrespectofnon-coalminelease,,,thefollowingshallbe
substituted, namely:-

"Alt mining lease area in respect of minor mineral mining leases and S 250 ha mining lease area

in respect ofmajor mineral mining lease other than coal";

IPART II SEC.3(ii)l
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(B) for the symbols, figures and letters ' < 150 ha", the symbols, ltgures and letters "S 500 ha"

shall be substituted;

(ii) against item 1(c),-

(a) in column (3),-

(A) in serial number (i), for the symbols, figures and letters '2 50 MW", the symbols,

figures and letters "Zl00 MW" shall be substituled;

(B) serial number (ii) and the entries relating thereto shall be omitted;

(b) in column (4),-

(A) in serial number (i), for the symbol, figures and letters "< 50 MW', the symbol, frgures

and letters "< 100 Mw''shall be substituted;

@) in serial number (ii),-

([) the word, symbol and figures "and < 50,000 ha." shall be omitted;

(II) in point (c) in the table, the word, symbol and figures "to < 50,000" shall be

omitted;

(c) in column (5), after serial number (ii), the following serial number shall be inserte4

namely:-

"(iii) krigation projects involving Inter-State issues shall be appraised at Central level witbout

change in cat€gory.";

(iiD against item l(d),-

(a) in column (3), for the symbols, frgures and letters'2 50 MW", the slmbols, figures and letters

">100 MW" shall be substituted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbol, figures and letters "< 50 lvl", the symbol, figures and letters

"< 100 M!\r' shall be substituted;

(iv) against item 2(a),-

(a) in column (3), for the symbols and figure'21", the symbols and figures'2 2.5" shall be

substituted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbols and figure'<1", the symbols and figures "< 2.5" shall be

substituted;

(c) in column (5), after the existing paragraph, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely:-

"Integrated coal mining projects with washeries located within mining lease area shall continue to

be considered at Cenhal level or State level, as the case may be, as per the extant threshold for coal

mining projects.";

(v) against item 2 (b),-

(a) in column (3), the existing entries shall be omitted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbol, frgures, words and letters "< 0.5 million TPA thmughput", the

words "All mineral beneficiation p,rojects irespective of the procedure for beneficiation" shall be

substituted;

(c) in column (5), after the existiug paragraph, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely:-

"lntegrated mining projects with beneficiation plants located within mining lease area shall

continue to be considered at Central level or State level, as the case rnay be, as per the extant

threshold for mining projects.";

(vi) against item 7 (a),-

(a) in column (3), for the words "All projects", the words "All new projects" shall be substituted;

5
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(b) in column (4), the following shall be inserted, namely:-

"All expansions projects, including airstrips, wbich are for commercial use.".

[F. No. lA3-22ll 0/2022-lA.ll1)

Dr. SUJIT KUMAR BAJPAYEE, Jt. Secy.

Note : The principal notification was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section III,
sub-section (ii), vide, number S.O. 1533(E), dated the l4th September, 2006 and was last amended,

vide, the notification number S.O. 1807(E), dated th6 12rh Apil,2022.
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